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Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Attached is a Form PTO/SB/08a listing documents for consideration by the 
Examiner. Copies of the non-U.S. documents are attached. 

The listed documents were cited in the attached French Search Report issued in 
a counterpart foreign application. See the degree of relevancy and the particular 
passages cited for each document in that Search Report. 

As indicated in the Annex to the Search Report, the listed U.S. Patent Publication 
2003093982 is a family member of the cited EP document No. 1293241. JP 05118211 
has already been cited and considered in this application. JP 56129042 is the Japanese 
counterpart to already cited and considered GB Patent publication 2071640 as indicated 
in the Annex to the Search Report. The document supplied by the French Patent Office, 
an Abstract of JP '042, is attached. JP 07243641 and its U.S. counterpart 5,514,446 as 
indicated in the Annex to the Search Report have both already been cited and 
considered in this application and, therefore, no additional copies are provided. 

I hereby certify that each document listed on the herewith Form PTO-1449 was 
first cited in the attached French Search Report, dated September 29, 2005, issued in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months ago. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is intended to be in full compliance with 
the rules, but should the Examiner find any part of its required content to have been 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is intended to be in full compliance with 
the rules, but should the Examiner find any part of its required content to have been 
omitted, prompt notice to that effect is earnestly solicited, along with additional time 
under Rule 97(0, to enable Applicant to comply fully. 

Consideration of the foregoing and enclosures plus the return of a copy of the 
herewith Form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's initials in the left column per MPEP 609 
along with an early action on the merits of this application are earnestly solicited. 
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Facsimile: (703) 816-4100 



Respectfully submitted, 



NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C 




Michelle N. Lester 
Reg. No. 32,331 
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10/681,133 
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FILING DATE 
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FILING DATE 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



ABSTRACT 

CLASS SUBCLASS YES NO 







1 293 241 


03/2003 


EP 














56129042 


10/1981 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent pages, etc.) 







French Search Report dated September 29, 2005 

























































♦Examiner 



Date Considered 



Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to application. 
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